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Creen-- coffins to grve Dundee's
jute industry new lease of life
AFTER YEARS of almost terminal
decline, death maY be the saviour of
Scotland's beleaguered jute industry,
wfites PauI Kelbie.

i'or years production ofthe shinY
vegeta-ble fibre, which is second only to
cofton in its practicality anduses,was
a major plank of the local economy in
Dundee-- a city said to be founded on
the back of jute, jam and journalism'

However, with the advance of the
disposable society andthe developTent
of clleaner, man-made fibres, jute fell
out offashion. But now it is hoped that
a pioneering new range ofjute products
will resurrect the industry - jute cofhns

, and other funeral.accessories.
Funeral directors are this weekend

attending the industry's biggest-ffade
fair in Coventry where, for the first !
time, jute coffins will be marketed tq l

meetthe growing demand for environ-
mentally fr iendlY burials'

Sandia Thomson's familY has been
involved inthe jute trade for almost
100 vears. In ttre fgth and early 20th
centtrries, much of the raw jute fibre :
of Bengal was exPorted to Britain,
where itwas proiessed in mills around
Dundee for use in the carpet trade' But
when the industry moved to India at
the start ofthe last century in pursuit of
lower production costs, the former 'jute

ciw'began to fade in imPortance.
irtow. as the clamour for more

* environmentallyfriendlyfunerals
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increases, Thomson and her company'
JFunerals, hope to revive the old skills
to meet the new demand. JFunerals
uses iute for every funeral Product
imaeinable, from coffins and urns to
shrJuds and remembrance books and
even iewellery.

'I have a huge passion forjute and
was determinedihat jute was not going
to die out of Dundee,'said Thomson, of
Brouehtv Ferry.

.l.tie cbffins-are made from several
lavers ofthe plant fibre compressed
together using natural starch to

produce a rieid structure which looks
iike wood. nich coffin can be personal-
ised and painted in any colour to meet
individual requirements, as everything
from the lining to the rope handles are
made from jute,whichmakes the cas-
ket 100 per centbiodegradable.

'Woodland burials is the fastest
growing sector in the funerals industry"
i"id rho-sott.'People are notonly
looking at what effect their lives are
havingon the environment, but also
what 6ffect their death has. There is
nothing toxic in the coffins, just natural
materials which will start to biode-
grade after a season, making it most
environmentally fr iendlY.

"We've already had a lot of interest
from funeral directors across the coun-
trv. This could beverybig.'-The 

demand for green burials has
increased rapidly over the past,decade.
In 1993, there was onlY one woodland
burial ground inthe UK. Nowthere
are some 200 such sites, either open or
planned, across the country.- 

In the majority of such sites tradi-
tional hardwood cofrns are frowned
upon because of the length of time they
take to break down in the earth.

Already substitutes such as bamboo
orwillow coffins have found favour
among advocates ofnatural burials but
now if is hoped that jute will provide
an even more environmentally friendly
alternative.


